WELCOME TO THE PASSOVER SEDER!  

A couple of notes.  You must drink all the grape juice in your cup - so only pour in what you know you can drink.  We empty our cups as a symbol of our completeness and joy.

You have a padded chair – symbolizing your freedom from slavery and allowing you to eat this meal in comfort.

The first thing we must do is search for any leaven - and for that I will need the help of our youth/children.  Do you see any "bread?"  Please wrap it up and put it in the trash.   

Now we can begin:  
The Seder begins with the lighting of candles. Women always have the honor, because they are considered the hope of the world.  The promised Messiah would be born through a woman.

The first word in the creation of the universe out of the unformed void and dark earth was God’s “Let there be light.” Therein lies our hope and faith.
     
THE CANDLES ARE LIT
Baruch Atah, Adonai Elohenu melech ha'olam asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav, v'tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel Shabbat V'shel Yom Tov.
     Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has sanctified us with laws and commanded us to light Shabbat lights and the festival lights.

THE FIRST CUP: KIDDUSH – the cup of sanctification  
The Hebrew word “Kiddush” means sanctification, or holiness. The wine is a symbol of the holiness, the preciousness, and the sweetness of this moment. Held together by sacred bonds of family and friendship we share this table tonight with one another and with all the generations who have come before us and those who will come after us. 

POUR juice into the cup, RAISE CUP, DO NOT DRINK

Baruch atah, Adonai elohenu, Melech ha-olam, borei p’re ha-gafen.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, creator of the fruit of the vine.
PEOPLE: AMEN

DRINK FROM THE CUP

URCHATZ – washing 
Slaves eat quickly, stopping neither to wash nor to reflect. We wash, and we express our reverence for the blessings that are ours and our desire to live lives acceptable to God.  Reminder of our baptism...

Pass the bowl of warm water, a small cup and a towel around the table. Everyone pours three cupfuls over their fingers 

SHANKBONE - Zeroa  
The bone represents the Passover offering that was made at the ancient Temple of Jerusalem. The lamb itself must be roasted but first cleansed of its blood. The lamb, undivided and whole, with not a bone broken symbolized unity and fellowship between the Lord and His people. 

What does it mean to us as Christians? Fulfillment of prophecy that Jesus is the Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world and none of His bones would be broken while He was on the cross.

A ROASTED EGG – Beitza, the end of sacrifices  
As a hen lays her eggs each morning, the roasted egg reminds us of the morning sacrifices at the Temple.  The Temple no longer stands – nor are there any sacrifices.  We dip the hagigah into the salt water, which represents tears for the loss of the Temple and the sacrifices which left the Nation of Israel broken.

As Christians, we believe Jesus is the final and perfect sacrifice which is why there is no longer any need for a Temple or Sacrifices.  But we are also reminded of when Jesus stopped on Palm Sunday and said...

KARPAS — rebirth and renewal  
The greens remind us of life.  We dip them into the salt water representing the tears of the slaves as they toiled and mourned the loss of their freedoms under tyranny.

DIP PARSLEY INTO SALT WATER AND HOLD IT

[bookmark: _Hlk195257432]Baruch atah, Adonai Elohenu, Melech ha’olam, borei p’ree ha’adamah.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our God, whose Presence fills the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.  
EAT PARSLEY

HAZARET (mahror) – the bitter herbs/horseradish
The roots reminds us of the bitterness of slavery in Egypt and the bitterness of being a slave to sin.  We eat enough of the Mahror to allow our eyes to tear up.  Jesus' tears over Lazarus and Jerusalem.
Baruch atah, Adonai Elohenu, Melech ha’olam, borei p’ree ha’adamah.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our God, whose Presence fills the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.  

EAT A SMALL HELPING OF HORSERADISH ON MATZAH

HAROSET – the sweetness of God
The haroset is reddish brown in color, like the color of the mortar which bound the bricks together in Egypt.  We eat this to remind us of the hard labor but also the promise of God that sustains us.

Baruch atah, Adonai Elohenu, Melech ha’olam, borei p’ree ha’adamah.  Blessed art Thou, O Lord, our God, whose Presence fills the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.  

EAT A SMALL HELPING OF THE CHAROSETH WITH THE MATZAH

Rabbi Gamaliel said, “He who has not explained the three symbols of the seder has not fulfilled his duty: the Passover Lamb, the bitter herb, and the unleavened bread.”

YAHATZ — breaking the matzah
The Matzah - flat and tasteless - is the bread our ancestors ate in their rush to reach freedom.  The Matzah is also pierced and striped (Isaiah 53).

We take the middle matzah and break it in two.  Matzah is baked for 18 minutes because in the Hebrew language, the number for life is 18. We are free, but we remember when we were slaves. We are whole, but we bring to mind those who are broken. The middle matzah is broken, the larger part is hidden because the future will be greater than the past, and tomorrow’s Passover nobler than yesterday’s. So it is in silence, without blessing, that we break and hide the matzah and long for its recovery and our redemption.

AFIKOMEN  The smaller piece is replaced between the other two on the matzah plate. This large piece is called the “afikoman” or dessert. It is a tradition that children search for this hidden matzah, and finding it, bring it back at Seder’s end. The Seder cannot end without this Afikoman, so kids can ask for anything they want when they bring it back to the table.

The “afikomen” is a symbol of the death and resurrection of Christ, the pure and true “dessert” of life. It is a symbol of the burial of Jesus in the tomb and Easter!

We open the Seder to those who are hungry. This is the bread of affliction, which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt – but also the Bread of Life - let all who are in need, come and celebrate Passover.

THE DOOR IS OPENED

THE FOUR QUESTIONS
The youngest child asks four questions:
1.	Why is this night of Passover different from all other nights of the year?

Once the Israelites were slaves to Pharoah in Egypt, but the Lord in His goodness and mercy redeemed us from that land with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.

2.	On all other nights we eat either leavened or unleavened bread; on this night why do we eat only unleavened bread?

We eat the unleavened bread to remember that the sons of Israel, in their haste to leave Egypt, had to take their bread with them while it was still flat.

3.	On all the other nights, we eat herbs of every kind; on this night, why do we only eat bitter herbs?
We eat bitter herbs to remember how bitter it is to be enslaved.
4.	On all the other nights we do not dip the sop even once, on this night why do we dip it twice?

By dipping, we remember that a life of bondage is bitter indeed, but that even the harshest of bondage is sweetened by the promise of redemption.

5.	On all the other nights, we eat our meal in any manner; why is this night so special?

This night is truly special; for once the Israelites were slaves, but now they are free, so we recline in order to appreciate the rest God has given us.
THE STORY OF THE PASSOVER - Exodus 12
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire - head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover. “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn - both men and animals - and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD - a lasting ordinance. For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat - that is all you may do. “Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. In the first month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is an alien or native-born. Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.”

And just as the blood of those first Passover lambs was sprinkled in faith to the doorposts of Israel’s homes, so the blood of the Messiah is sprinkled on our hearts.  

THE TEN PLAGUES  A full cup is a symbol of complete joy – an empty cup of loss.  As we recite each of the Ten Plagues, we take a drop of wine from our wine cup and place it on our plate. When human beings suffer, even evil human beings, our joy cannot be complete.
	Blood		Frogs		Lice		Flies		Beasts 		 	Blight 	Hail		Locusts	Darkness     DeathFirstborn  

THE SECOND CUP — the cup of praise  

Baruch atah, Adonai elohenu, Melech ha’alom, borei p’ree hagafen.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, creator of the fruit of the vine.  We praise you, not for the plagues that brought suffering, but for Israel’s deliverance that followed.
 
DRINK FROM THE CUP 
 
THE MEAL is eaten at this time (you can sample the lamb)

THE AFIKOMAN DESSERT – the children seek out the afikomen – whoever finds it returns and receives a reward 

The joy over the return of the Afikomen (which was buried and returned) is the not so mysterious mystery of God for those of us who believe in Jesus.

The first Matzah, the Bread of Affliction is also a symbol of the Bread of Life which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.  The Middle Matzah is Christ – buried and returned.  

THE THIRD CUP - God will redeem his people
We raise the Cup of Thanksgiving, and recite:

Praised are You, Lord, our God, whose Presence fills the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. May God’s name be blessed for all eternity. Let us praise God of Whose bounty we have partaken, and by Whose goodness we live, who feeds the entire world with goodness, with grace, with kindness and mercy.

DRINK FROM THE CUP

THE FOURTH CUP - the cup of Hallel (joy and praise)

Psalms 113 through 118 are normally spoken by the people at this time

DRINK FROM THE CUP

THE CUP OF ELIJAH
This cup is Elijah’s cup. In setting this cup at our table, Jews invite Elijah to join them, and bring his passion for justice into their lives. They expect him to appear and usher in a time when Messiah can come and when all the world will celebrate universal freedom. 

The cup is empty. According to Hasidic custom, Jews pass Elijah’s cup from person to person at the table, each person pouring a little wine into Elijah’s cup from their own cups, until it is filled. In this way, they recognize that they must act together to bring Elijah’s promise to the world.

For us, Elijah has come (Matthew 11:14), and we recognize the promised Messiah as Jesus.  Exodus 12:24 - 28 says, “Keep this command permanently as a statute for you and your descendants. When you enter the land that the LORD will give you as He promised, you are to observe this ritual. When your children ask you, ‘What does this ritual mean to you?’ you are to reply, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, for He passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and spared our homes.’  So the people bowed down and worshiped. Then the Israelites went and did this; they did just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron.”

As John the Baptizer was standing on the riverbanks, he saw Jesus and said, “Look, the Lamb of God who comes to take away the sin of the world.”  Jesus is the perfect and final sacrifice.  Therefore, our Passover meal is celebrated differently – the first supper took place in an Upper Room where all the history and traditions of Passover were played out as they had been for 1700 years – until, “Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:  Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.  In the same way also he took the cup after supper, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Take and eat, take and drink the true body and blood of our Lord…

HOLY COMMUNION IS CELEBRATED

And now may this true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen and nourish you until life everlasting...

THE SEDER COMES TO A CLOSE, WE RECITE THE FINAL PRAYER TOGETHER…

NEXT YEAR, MAY WE CELEBRATE IN A JERUSALEM AT PEACE, NEXT YEAR, MAY WE CELEBRATE IN A WORLD HEALED AND FREE.

